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Welcome

In Switzerland we have created a vocational and professional education and 
training system based on partnerships, which has also proven itself to be 
worthwhile economically. We want to share our positive experiences with other 
countries – and at the same time, we also want to learn from them. 
It was with this strategic objective in mind that Switzerland decided to host an 
International Congress on Vocational and Professional Education and Training 
in autumn 2014. And we will be holding a second Congress in June 2016, 
once again in Winterthur.

Prominent speakers and hundreds of business and education experts from 
70 countries came together at the first Congress to discuss the future and 

potential of vocational and professional education and training (VPET).

The close ties to the private sector are what makes Swiss VPET successful – it is therefore fundamentally important 
to the economic and social prosperity of our country. With the growing shortage of skilled workers, demand for people 
who have both know-how and work experience has never been greater – of that I am certain.

Not least with this in mind, decisive talks took place at the first Congress between country delegations, VPET experts 
and international companies – it served as a forum for ideas on how VPET systems could be planned and set up 
sustainably and effectively. The discussions held in 2014 are now bearing fruit, as some of the resulting projects and 
objectives have led to promising collaborations.

You too can benefit from exchanges with international key players in education, politics and business – be a part 
of this global knowledge transfer and make valuable new contacts from around the world at the 2nd International 
Congress on Vocational and Professional Education and Training!

I look forward to welcoming you to Winterthur in June 2016.
 

Johann N. Schneider-Ammann
Federal Councillor

Presentations and podium discussions with:

Dr. Masahiko Mori
President of DMG Mori, Japan

Luiz Cassiano Rando Rosolen
CEO, Indústrias Romi S.A., Brazil 

Dr. Ursula Renold
Head of Research Division Education Systems, 
KOF Swiss Economic Institute ETH Zurich, Switzerland

Nick Hayek (tbc)
President of the Executive Group Management Board, Swatch Group, Switzerland

Up-to-date list of speakers on www.vpet-congress.ch

Seminars with key themes:

Current themes 
Input from delegates is presented and discussed 

Share Good Practices
Exchange of experiences on private and public initiatives and instruments
(success factors, challenges and needs)

Transfer projects
Case studies on bilateral and multilateral projects (presentations and discussions)

The dual-track system of vocational and professional education and training
Swiss VET system at first hand: visits to host companies, vocational schools and other places of learning.

http://www.vpet-congress.ch/?q=en/programme


20.6.2016  Welcome reception with greeting from representatives from the City of Winterthur 
  and the Canton of Zurich

21.6.2016  Official opening by Swiss Federal Councillor Johann N. Schneider-Ammann

  Presentations from international figures from the fields of politics, business and academia

  • Skills and Economic Prosperity in Europe 
  • Skills Development - a Pillar of Socioeconomic Growth
   • Impact of VPET on Economic Success

  Podium discussion

   • Sharing Elements of Success

  Skills Village – Market place with apprentices and information stands

  Gala evening with artistic performances

22.6.2016  Presentations from international figures from the fields of politics, business and academia

  • Cooperation with USA Post VPET Congress 2014
  • Comparative Analysis of Vocational and Professional Education and Training (VPET) 
 
  Seminars with key themes
  
  Skills Village – Market place with apprentices and information stands  

  Conclusion and closing words

  The organisers reserve the right to make changes to the programme.
  Latest information can be found at www.vpet-congress.ch and via newsletter.
 

Programme

Make sure you secure your place!
We will be taking registrations from December via www.vpet-congress.ch.
Please note that the number of participants is limited.

The registration fee does not include transport and accommodation costs: CHF 500.-

Languages: English (main language), German, French (simultaneous interpretation)

Venue: Winterthur Theatre, Switzerland

Registration

«A strong vocational educational training 
system is a key element for success of the 
economy and the progress of a country as 
a whole.»

Luiz Cassiano Rando Rosolen, 
CEO Indústrias Romi S.A., Brazil

Testimonials

« I was delighted to be able to attend the International Congress on Vocational and 
Professional Education and Training in Winterthur. It was a valuable experience for me 
to be able to exchange ideas and find out more about VET in other countries.»

Anthony Saliba
Malta College of Arts, Science & Technology, Malta

2014 Delegate

«Good and intensive forms of cooperation
between actors in the education and
employment systems are the key to strong 
VET systems.»

Dr. Ursula Renold,
Head of Research Division Education Systems, 
KOF Swiss Economic Institute ETH Zurich, Switzerland

http://www.vpet-congress.ch/?q=en/programme
http://www.vpet-congress.ch/?q=en/congress-registration


Winterthur is a centre of education, if not a centre of vocational and professional education and training. 
It was in Winterthur in 1870 that Sulzer, which would go on to become a leading global business, was the first industrial 
firm in Switzerland to establish its own in-house vocational school. At today’s School of Engineering, part of the 
ZHAW Zurich University of Applied Sciences with its eight Departments, the Nobel Prize winner, Albert Einstein, 
used to lecture.

Winterthur also boasts further prestigious VPET institutions, such as the Schweizerische Technische Fachschule 
STFS (Swiss Technical College), the Swissmem management school, the Ausbildungszentrum Winterthur (azw) 
and the Zentrum für Ausbildung im Gesundheitswesen (ZAG).

The first International Congress on Vocational and Professional Education and Training was held successfully in Winter-
thur in 2014. Delegates from around 70 countries were able to foster contacts and initiate projects and agreements to 
strengthen VPET in a global context.

Winterthur – a centre of education Strategic Partners

Premium Partners

Partners

Main OrganizerMedia Partner 

http://www.baumeister.ch/
http://www.swissmem.ch/en
http://city.winterthur.ch/
http://www.svv.ch/en
http://www.rieter.com/
http://www.bi.zh.ch/internet/bildungsdirektion/en/home.html
https://www.ubs.com/ch/en.html
http://www.arbeitgeber.ch/
http://www.skillsonics.com/
http://www.kfmv.ch/
http://www.suva.ch/english/startseite-en-suva.htm
http://www.nzz.ch/
http://www.burckhardtcompression.com/default-n59-sE.html
http://www.implenia.com/en/
http://www.standort-winterthur.ch/?no_cache=1&L=1
http://www.ehb-schweiz.ch/en/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.sbfi.admin.ch/index.html?lang=en
http://www.siska.ch/siska/stiftung/
https://www.zhaw.ch/en/university/


 

Contact

Location Promotion Winterthur Region
Im Hauptbahnhof
P.O. Box
CH-8401 Winterthur

Tel. +41 52 267 67 97
Fax +41 52 267 67 98

info@vpet-congress.ch
www.vpet-congress.ch

Concept and graphic design 

standing ovation gmbh, www.standingovation.ch 

http://www.vpet-congress.ch/en
http://www.standingovation.ch
https://twitter.com/vpet_congress
https://www.facebook.com/VPET.Congress/

