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Swiss VPET system performs well in international exchange of practices 

 
The 2nd International Congress on Vocational and Professional Education and Training drew to a close in 

Winterthur yesterday. Highlights of the event included numerous excellent speeches, exciting seminars and 

visits to Swiss training companies and commercial schools. The event organisers consider the Congress, which 

attracted around 450 participants from over 80 different countries, to have been a success. The third such 

Congress will be held in 2018. 

 

This year’s Congress, which had the aim of promoting Switzerland’s system of vocational and professional 

education and training (VPET) internationally, and of expanding the existing network, was opened in Winterthur 

by President Johann N. Schneider-Ammann. In his speech Mr Schneider-Ammann, the head of the Federal 

Department of Economic Affairs, Education and Research, drew attention to the Congress motto ‘From Skills to 

Prosperity – Sharing Elements of Success’, and addressing an audience of 450 delegates spoke of a “learning 

community that benefits us all”. He pointed out that 200 years ago Switzerland was a poor country with no raw 

materials to speak of. Education, and in particular VPET, is the resource that has contributed most to creating 

the country’s current prosperity. Yet Switzerland should not now stand still, Mr Schneider-Ammann explained to 

delegates from the education and private sector gathered from over 80 different countries. Sharing ideas, 

experiences and good practices is key to developing VPET further at national and international level, the 

education minister emphasised. 

 

Sharing ideas and experiences was also the theme of many of the keynote speeches, panel discussions and 

seminars. Examples of successful VPET projects in Sweden, Serbia, Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Austria, 

Gabon, Bulgaria and Switzerland were presented. Highlights of the Congress included speeches by prominent 

guests such as the Serbian Prime Minister Aleksandar Vučić, EU Commissioner Marianne Thyssen, OECD 

representative Deborah Roseveare, Indian Minister for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship Rajiv Pratap 

Rudy, Brazilian CEO Luiz Cassiano Rando Rosolen and US entrepreneur Noel Ginsburg. A new feature of this 

year’s programme were two events focusing on apprentices and their work. One of these was an exchange 

between Marcel Pawlicek, CEO of Burckhardt Compression, and Sasiprapha Krämer, an apprentice at UBS 

Switzerland. The second was the ‘Skills Village’ set up at the Congress, in which visitors could get a first-hand 

impression of the work and projects carried out by apprentices, thus gaining an insight into the dual-track 

system of vocational education and training. 

 

As at the first VPET Congress in 2014, the visits to local host companies and commercial schools proved to be 

popular and highly informative. In general, the varied programme allowed a wide range of visitors to gain an 

impression of the many different aspects of vocational and professional education and training. The Congress 

also showed how different, complex and differentiated VPET systems are; however, challenges such as 

digitalisation and globalisation affect all countries. 
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Switzerland and India extend their cooperation in vocational education and training 

Switzerland benefited from the opportunity presented by the International VPET Congress to hold a number of 

bilateral meetings with international delegations. For example, members of the State Secretariat for Education, 

Research and Innovation SERI held talks with high-ranking representatives from the EU, Bulgaria, Serbia and 

South Africa. In addition, State Secretary Mauro Dell’Ambrogio and the Indian Minister of State for Skill 

Development and Entrepreneurship, Rajiv Pratap Rudy, signed a Memorandum of Understanding establishing 

formal cooperation in professional skills development and vocational and professional education and training. 

The two countries would like, in this way, to increase their mutual involvement in these areas.  

 

SDC VET Day on 20.6.2016 

Under the auspices of the VPET Congress, the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation SDC organised 

an introduction to the Swiss vocational education and training system for over 70 experts and representatives of 

governments from over 20 partner countries and regions. In order to explain the dual-track nature of the system, 

visits to two local host companies were organised highlighting the practical side of VET and demonstrating the 

key role that the private sector plays in training. The SDC is active in projects to improve VET and labour market 

integration in 29 developing and transitional countries in Eastern Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin America.  

 
 
Third Congress in 2018 

In organising this year’s Congress under the lead of Location Promotion Winterthur Region, Winterthur has once 

again shown that it is the capital of VPET in Switzerland. The town will also host the 3rd International Congress 

on VPET between 6 and 8 June 2018. 

 

We look forward to hearing your views on the 2nd International VPET Congress in Winterthur and will be happy to 

answer any questions you may have. 

 

With best wishes 

 

Location Promotion Winterthur Region 

 

Im Hauptbahnhof 

P.O. Box 

CH-8401 Winterthur 

Tel. +41 52 267 67 99 

Fax +41 52 267 67 98  

Email: landolt@standort-winterthur.ch 

www.standort-winterthur.ch 
 

 

 

 

 

Location Promotion Winterthur Region would like to thank its sponsors and partners: 

Swiss Confederation, State Secretariat for Education, Research and Innovation SERI, Swiss Federal Institute for Vocational Education 

and Training SFIVET, Canton of Zurich Department of Education, Winterthur City Council, SkillSonics, Swiss Association of Commercial 

Employees, Swiss Contractors' Association, Swiss Insurance Association, Swissmem, ZHAW Zurich University of Applied Sciences, 

Confederation of Swiss Employers, Robert and Ruth Heuberger Foundation, UBS Switzerland AG, Nestlé, Rieter, Burckhardt 

Compression, AXA Winterthur, Implenia, SUVA, DMG Mori, ZGP, Büro Schoch, Winterthur Tourism, Neue Zürcher Zeitung 
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